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’ Senator Thomas J. Dodd’s testlnonial dinner

i/ gilts, former Scnator Zichard Nixon's expense
funds, Senator Ralph Varborou::'s radic funde
and other curious devices by wi nany Senators
and Representatives auzment fheir pullic income
by private and often sceret gratuitic, ave all of a
piecce. '

-In varying degreas of vulnerability they are all
open to the objection that they put the offices
holders who are paid Zor serving the whole public
under peculiar and spacial obligations to a select
group of citizens. It dces not matter whether the
‘members of that select group avail themselves of
the opportunity to excr: an improper influence.
The office-holder who takes Lis oath to serve the
whole people takes money irom some of the

. -people. ‘

Campaign contributions are bad enough—and
worse when they slop over from *he campaign’
period into private coffers of office seckers. There
ought to be some better way of financing expen-
sive campaigns that few office-holders could mane
_age on their own. But at least, cusiora and tradition’
“have conferred on candicates some irny unity to im-
proper pressures by campaign contributers. Sheer
-qnumbers add to the nrotection of the candidate’s
, Andependence when the campaign contributors are
L many. The neater, and tidier and smaller and more
' “secret the post-clection givers are the more objece
tionable their contributions. Citizens have a right
. ) © to be worried about what secret influence is be-

" ing exerted upon the men they alect.
+ Congress may not be ready or able to deal with
the campaign expenditures. But it ought to be able
to forbid by explicit and definite cractment the so-
licitation or atceptance of other contuibutions. The
statutes now'outlaw the giving and king of money
to perform services or support izgislation, but they
“are silent on the legality of taking money where
services.are not delivered or promised. In effect,
they put a premium on concealment. They ought to
at least put a premium on disclosurc and require
'the;regglar, publication of any such contMbutions..
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